
2nd December 2022  

Year 5 Letter 

 

Dear Parents 

This week in maths, we have worked on the ‘bus stop’ written method for short 
division. Some children find division really challenging, so we have had to do 
plenty of practice for them, whilst giving others increasingly challenging 
calculations and problems to solve. We then moved onto our next block of 
maths, ‘Perimeter and Area.’ We practised using a ruler to accurately 
measure, before finding perimeters of given shapes. 

In English, we continued reading ‘Varjak Paw. In his book, the author often 
makes his writing more powerful by using the ‘rule of three’, for example, 
using three descriptive words, repeating a word three times or writing three 
ideas. The children wrote descriptive recounts and used the ‘rule of three’ in 
their own writing, to make their work more powerful and dramatic. Another 
written task was to write a conversation between two 
characters, correctly using speech punctuation. 

In science, we carried out an investigation about 
thermal conductors and insulators. We had lots of 
cups wrapped in different materials. We filled them 
with very hot water and used a digital thermometer 
to measure the temperature of the water every ten 
minutes.  

In RE, we considered the true meaning of Christmas 
for Christians and then tried to imagine what the 
thoughts and feelings of Mary and Joseph would have 
been, at the birth of baby Jesus. 

 

Teacher of the Week  

This week, Emily was the teacher and 
she gave an excellent presentation 
about climate change. She spoke 
clearly and was very knowledgeable. 
The children enjoyed her quiz and her 
lesson ended with a very important 
message about what we can all do to 
make a difference. 



Reading Recommendations 

During our recent parent consultations, a few parents said it would be useful 
if I could offer some recommendations for good books for the children to read. 
Rather than just providing a list, I have found some good websites to look at 
with your child. This way, you can both see what the covers of the books look 
like, click on them to find out more information and, in some cases, there are 
direct links to purchase the books. It is always great if the children can 
recommend books to each other that they have enjoyed. I know, for example, 
that a few children have recently enjoyed reading “The Boy at the Back of the 
Class” by Onjali Rauf. Happy Reading! 

 https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year5 

 https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-
reading-list-for-year-5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/ 

https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recommended-reading-lists/ 

 

Home Learning 

On the theme of reading, I think it is true to say that lots of the children are 
not spending enough time reading daily, so for home learning this week, I 
would like every child to read for at least 20 minutes every day. Please remind 
your children to record the pages they have read in the reading journals. 

 

Best wishes, 

Louise Grinstead 
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